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Did the Egyptians play Chess?

I was lucky enough to spend my Easter holiday last year in Egypt.
During the course of my stay I lost count of the number of pyramids,
temples and tombs that we saw, dating back to the days of the
Pharaohs. There was also, of course, the River Nile and an awful lot
of desert. But one thing that I do remember was when we visited
Deir el-Medina, the excavated village where the workmen who dug out
the tombs in the Valley of the Kings had lived. They had their own
tombs too and T came across this picture in one of them. It shows
Sennedjem, a servant of Ramses the Great, playing a board game with
his wife, Iyneferti. Even though it looks like chess, it isn't. It isa
game called 'Senet’ and is probably a race game, more like
backgammon than chess. Chess only developed in Persia, more than a
thousand vears later.
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Events Organiser Paul Bielby as above



BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS

Several of our youngsters took part in various sections of the Smith & Williamson British Championships in the Isle

of Man during the summer holidays. Pride of place went to Edward Farrington who shared top place in the British
Under-100 Championship. The Eggleston twins, David and Thomas, both did extremely well, both scoring 5/11 in
the British Championship itself. Four boys from RGS met with mixed success in various junior and limited grading
tournaments. Thomas Mavin was perhaps slightly disappointed with fifth place in the British Under-9
Championship. See the games section for some of their games.

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
CHESS CONGRESS

Parks Leisure Centre, 29" September

QOver 100 players took part in this full weekend
congress run by the NCA. The results of the
one-day junior section, played on the Sunday,
are given here. The winner, Russell Edwards
came all the way from Sheffield and thoroughly
deserved his success. His only defeat was to
Andrew Douglas, who promptly lost to John
Braoker in the next round.

Older juniors took part in the main Congress.
Patrick Beldon, in his last local congress before
going up to Cambridge, scored a very creditable
2%/5in the open section. Theon Rogers (RGS)
scored 2% in the Minor but Matthew Taylor
(Tynedale) only managed 1/5 in the same
section.” -
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YARM CHESS FESTIVAL 2005

For tha past 12 years Yarm School have
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