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NCCU Award for Astley High School

Each year the Northern Counties Chess Union makes an award to the
school in the North of England hat it feels has done the most for the game of
chess in recent years. Last term the NJCA suggested that the
Northumberland Chess Association should propose Astley High School,
Seaton Delaval, for this season’s award. I am very pleased to say that both
the NCA and the NCCU accepted this recommendation and Astley should
receive their award, consisting of a set, board and chess clock fogether with

a commemorative plague, shortly. Here is the submission that I made to the
December NCCU executive meeting.

“As far as 1 am concerned, Asiley High School, burst on to the junior chess
scene like a rocket, coming from apparently nowhere to challenge the Roval
Grammar School, Newcastle to a match and for several of their older pupils to
take par suceessfully in NJCA competitions. They have now played the RGS
twice and though §Stley have yet to beat RGS, they won enough individual
pames (o make the maiches worthwhile. Astley is a "High School " in
Northumberland, being the third tier in a tripartite system. They take pupils in
at age 13 (Nowadays regarded as being a bit late to start playing chess!) from
a number of ‘middie schools’, few, if any of which play chess. That they make
up for lost time and do as well as they do is largely due to th encouragement
and enthusiasm of Dr Paul Richardson, a teacher at the school and a member
of Tvnemouth Chess Club. Here (See Page 2) is Dr Richardson s own account
of chess at Astley.

From the Editor

Well, it has been a very busy term since the last bulletin. This issue is full of
reports of events. NJCA schools have played in team events at Yarm, Wakefield
and Carlisle. One of our members won an NCCU Championship at Blackpool. Then
we have held four individual tournaments in our own immediate area. The first of
these formed part of the Nerthumberland County Congress at the Parks Leisure
Centre in North Shields: we are grateful to three schools, RGS in Newcastle,
Hetton Comprehensive School and King Edward Primary School on North Tyneside.

The bulletin has report on all these and in addition our usual selection of puzzles,
articles and no fewer than 4 of Ernie's chess cartoons. As usual T am immensely
grateful to our team of adult helpers without whose efforts the programme would
have been much thinner. Yet more junior chess events are planned for 2008 -
see the back page
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Chess at Astley High School

Chess has flourished at Astley High School in Seaton Delaval since February 2005 when
| started a lunchtime club. If I’m truthful, I started it to ensure that T had competition that
I might play against and (occasionally) beat! For many years (possibly decades) hefore 1
came on the scene, chess had not been played at Astley, and, when 1| suggested
establishing a club, more than one member of stafl told me that students here would not
be interested. How wrong they were! While we began small with only one set and three
players, the game of kings very soon attracted dozens of students (in one of our school
tournaments we had 60 competitors) and is now firmly established as the school’s most
popular extra-curricular activity.

Yes, the majority of members are male. although we currently have three or four girls
who play chess regularly. And yes, as again might be expected, some of the school’s very
academic and high-achieving students are involved. But the club docs count among its
members many average and less able students who have found that chess gives them the
opportunity 1o overcome their limitations in the classroom to rival or cven surpass
“brighter’ opponents.

While all the students essentially play for fun, some have also developed a taste for
competitive chess. Up to sixty students have taken part in Astley’s own tournament and
league matches, and a few of the more serious players have taken part in outside events
with some success. We also compete in the UK Chess Challenge, and have signed up
again for next year's competition. Scveral of our students did very well in 2006 and 2007,
progressing beyond the regional heats to the Northern Finals.

A sign of how embedded chess now is at Astley is the school’s recruitment in November
2005 of top player, Charlie Storey, as couch. Any student who is intcrested in learning
more about chess can take part in the weekly ‘lessons’ (held on Tuesdays after school
during term-time). The main emphasis of the sessions is on enjoying and playing chess.
As well as attracting students from this school. I want to involve one of our partner
schools. Whytrig Middle, in the coaching and have invited six of its Yeur 8 students {who

will be transferring to Astley in September 2008) to join the club as soon as they like.

In October 2007, 1 contacted other high schools in Northumberland to arrange some
friendly matches, with a view to sowing the seeds ol a local junior league. So far. only
two schools have responded, but I will soon get back to those schools which have so far
shown no interest (possibly because they do not yet have chess clubs).

[ also plan to arrange an online tournament with the players of the Edward R. Murrow
High School, New York. The teacher in charge of its chess team, Eliot Weiss. has been in
touch and wants to arrange matches this side of Christmas. Murrow High School boasts
the finest junior chess team in the US — one or two of its players play at IM level — and is
the subject of an excellent new book by Michael Weinreb, The Kings of New York: A
Year Among the Oddballs, Geeks. and Geniuses Who Make Up dmerica s Top High
School Chess Team. Highly recommended!

(Aecount from Dr Paul Richardson)













































