The Northumberland Junior Chess Championships
Astley Community High School
Saturday 8th March 2008

By ‘The Doc in the Library’ (with contributions from Sid Waddell)

They say a picture paints a thousand words. If that's true, here’s the longest article ever
to appear in The Astley Standard. 1t shows the heroic struggles fought by valiant
warriors in the quest to be crowned ‘Under-18 Champion of Chess’. Only one player could
triumph in the field of battle (the Main Hall), and that person was a former student,
William ‘The Conqueror’ Morris. Top-performing current Astley pupil, finishing second
overall, was Michael ‘The Power’ Taggart (11S). David ‘Mad Dog Morris (12B) came third,
ahead of Stephen ‘Tiger’ Watts (11L), Andrew ‘The Wanderer’ Tubman (12B), and Steven
‘Raging Bull’ Dodds (9G). Thanks to Paul Bielby for organising the event, to all 66 players
who competed in the several sections, to the adults who helped, and to Peter Hillman, for
making the presentations at the end of a long, but thoroughly enjoyable day.

This country hasn’t seen such We couldn’t have had more excitement
dramatic jousting... if Elvis had walked in...

Thankyaverymuch, ladies and
gentlemen...uh-huh-huh!!!

...since lvanhoe stuffed
the Normans in 1194! ...and asked for a chip sandwich!
The players were under such duress... When Alexander the Great

was 33, he cried salt tears
Yaaawwwnnn!! because there were no more
222222...
worlds to rule...
Only one word for it
- magic chess!

..-William ‘“The Congueror’

...t was like Duressic Park out there! Morris is only 18!







